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Book Reviews 377 

American Historial Association. Rarely does the reviewer meet 
with a book which is so thorough, so complete, so exhaustive in 
its field as the present essay. It is not too much to say that 
within that field it will hold its own as a classic. The author re- 
veals a most unusual knowledge of contemporary sources. 

French Policy and the American Alliance of 1778. By Edward S. 
Corwin. Princeton University Press. 1916. Pp. ix, 430. $2.00. 

In this volume Professor Corwin tells the story of France's 
intervention in the war of the American Revolution, and of the 
treaty Americans entered into with her at that time, the only 
entangling foreign alliance of our history. The book is a mas- 
terly study of the diplomatic history of the war, and brings out 
more clearly than has ever been done before the fact that France's 
championship of American independence was not brought about 
by the pressure of French philosophers enamored of intellectual 
freedom, but by French diplomatists in the interest of a dynas- 
tic policy of the Old Regime, viz., to recover for France her lost 
preeminence in Europe. In order to effect this object England 
had to be abased and enfeebled, England which so recently be- 
fore, in the Seven Years War, had despoiled and humiliated 
France. After sketching this background of Old Regime diplo- 
macy, Dr. Corwin devotes perhaps the most interesting part of 
his book to France's efforts to induce Spain, her hereditary ally, 
to join in the war against England. The interests of Spain con- 
flict so strongly with the interests of the revolted colonies, that 
French-American cooperation in the conduct of the war is 
thereby imperilled and finally almost suspended. This antago- 
nism of aims and interests is the best justification for the breach 
of their instructions by the American commissioners in the ne- 
gotiations for the peace at Paris in 1782. S. L. Ware. 

An Inquiry Into the Nature of Peace and the Terms of Its Per- 
fection. By Thorstein Veblen, author of The Theory of the Leisure 
Class, The Instinct of Workmanship, Imperial Germany and the Indus- 
trial Revolution. New York : The Macmillan Company. 1917. Pp.367. 

This is decidedly one of the more solid books that have to do 
with the war and the problem of a peace that shall be permanent. 



